COISTE CHONTAE AONTROMA THEAS

SOUTH ANTRIM LEAGUE & CUP REGULATIONS

1.0 ORGANISATION

1.01 The structure of the South Antrim Hurling and Football Leagues shall be as determined by South County Committee.

1.02 The South Antrim Competitions Control Committee (Coiste Cheannais na gComórtaisí) CCC shall arrange for the provision through the South Antrim Executive of one perpetual trophy and 24 individual trophies for the winners of each league and any other competitions as approved by South Antrim Committee
1.03 All perpetual trophies to be returned by 31st March each year in the condition they were received.
Penalty for failure to comply - £50 plus a further £10 for every extra week late.
Repair or replacement of a trophy shall be the responsibility of the committee or club in possession of the trophy.
1.04 The Competitions Control Committee shall arrange that league tables be available on the South Antrim web site. 

2.0 CONDITIONS OF ENTRY TO SOUTH ANTRIM LEAGUES - FINANCE
2.01 Entry shall, in every case, be subject to the approval of South Antrim Committee.

2.02 A club wishing to enter the leagues must affiliate to the Players Injury Insurance Scheme prior to participation in the competition.  For clubs who are not covered within the scheme any games scheduled shall not be played and shall be deemed as a failure to field and penalties as per 3.03 imposed.

2.03 Entry fees for all sections of the leagues shall be determined annually. 

2.04 Entry fees will be allocated by the South Antrim Treasurer in the annual fees list and must be paid by clubs before start of competition.  Failure to comply may result in further scheduled games not being played and treated as failures to field in accordance with 3.03 until the fees are paid.  Games treated as failures to field will not be rescheduled.

3.0 FIXTURES
3.01 The scheduling of all league fixtures is the sole prerogative of the C.CC.
3.02 All fixtures (and any subsequent approved amendments / rescheduling) shall be arranged only by the C.C.C. and notified to the secretaries of participating clubs by the secretary of that committee.  

3.03 A team failing to fulfil a fixture as arranged or subsequently amended by the C.C.C. shall be deemed to have failed to field and shall incur the following penalties:

· (a) The game together with the points shall be awarded to the opposing team.  The exception shall be when both teams are deemed to have failed to field.

· (b) Category A (1) Failure to field in South Antrim championship at all grades – penalty £100.00 fine and no home venue the following year. This in addition to penalties as imposed by Treorai Oifigiuil.

Category A (2) Failure to field in senior cups- penalty £100.00 fine and no home venue the following year.

Category B(1) Failure to field in league play-off matches or matches to determine final league positions, or second failure to field in the league (U12-U18 in both codes)- penalty £60.00 fine and rules 3.02 and 3.03 to apply.

Category B(2) Senior Failure to field - £80.00 fine and rules 3.02 and 3.03 to apply.

Category C. Failure to field in first league match of the season.

Penalty: Senior-£60 fine and the next 2 matches in that code to be played away from home and 3.04(1) to apply.

Penalty: Juvenile- U12,U14,U16 £30 fine, and next 2 matches away from home.(in that code). 3.04(1) to apply.

Category C. continued.

Penalty: Minor-£60 fine and next 2 matches away from home, 3.04(1) to apply.

Category D. Failure to field league:

Penalty: Senior £50 fine both codes.

Penalty: U12,U14,& U16 £30 fine both codes.

Penalty: Minor £40 fine both codes.

Club: Objections & counter objections in accordance with TO, shall be to the Sth.Ant comm. Or Sth.Ant executive acting on behalf of Sth.Ant comm. 

( c ) The team shall lose one league point and if both teams are deemed to have failed to field then both will lose one league point.

· ( d )The team shall be liable for reasonable vouched expenses incurred by their opponents.

· ( e )The team shall be liable for any costs involving the Public Parks.

3.04 A team failing to field on TWO separate occasions in any one division or section of the leagues shall, in addition to the penalties under 3.03 above, shall be dismissed from the relevant division or section of the league.  The points from the remaining games shall be awarded to the relevant teams.

3.05 A team withdrawing from any section of the leagues before completing its arranged fixtures shall have each remaining fixture treated as a failure to field in accordance with regulation 3.03 and the relevant rule in An Treorai Oifigiuil.
3.06 All fixtures, apart from play-off games, shall be completed by a cut-off date.  This date is to be determined annually, prior to the commencement of the leagues, by CCC.  The points position at that date shall determine the league placing irrespective of the number of games played.

3.07 Where there is a need to differentiate between teams on equal points, the following criteria shall be used:

a. The highest total ‘points difference’ scored between the teams 
b. The highest total ‘points for’ 
c. The result of the game played between the teams involved.

Exception. The winner of a League will be determined by means of a Play-Off or series of Play-Off games determined by the CCC.

Play-off games shall be as determined by the CCC and failures will be subject to league regulation 3.03.
3.08 Clubs shall NOT be required to fulfil a league fixture three clear days prior to a championship fixture in the same code and age.
3.09 On the day of a fixture only the referee shall have the authority to declare the pitch unplayable.  The C.C.C., where necessary, shall make arrangements for a pitch to be inspected by another referee as required.

3.11
Should a pitch be deemed unplayable by a club or referee then the fixture will automatically be switched to their opponent’s ground.  If the fixture is in the second phase of the competition home venue will be forfeited.  Should both pitches be unplayable the Competitions Control Committee shall have the power to play the game at a suitable venue.

3.12
In the event of a team not having a pitch of their own the CCC may decide that the only venue available may be their opponent’s pitch.
3.13

Late fielding and fines associated with late fielding will be in accordance with rule 6.43(d)(i)(ii)(iii) An Treorai Oifigiuil 2010.
3.14
Teams must provide the referee with a match team-sheet. The fine for failure to furnish a team sheet shall be £10.

4.0 POSTPONEMENT OF GAMES

4.01 League games fixed by the Competitions Control Committee shall not be postponed or re-fixed except in the following circumstances as set out in regulations 4.02 and 4.03 below and then only at the discretion of the Chairman of the Competitions Control Committee following a request from the secretary of the club seeking the change..

4.02 A match may be postponed upon the death of a club officer, committee member or active player.  

4.03 The time limit for fixtures being postponed because of inter-county commitments is six days including the day of the county fixture. 
4.04 No league games shall be postponed due to club members being involved in other grades or codes of competition.

4.05 In exceptional circumstances a club secretary may request the agreement of the secretary of the Competitions Control Committee to change the scheduled start time of a fixture.

5.0 REFEREES
5.01 Each club participating in the leagues shall provide referee(s) approved by the Referees Committee and available to take charge for the duration of the league programme.

5.02 Each club must supply the following referees 

2 football & 2 hurling referees.
The club must ensure that they have a referee suitable to referee in all competitions they have entered. If a club does not provide a referee of a standard to officiate in a competition the club will not be provided with a fixture in this code and grade until a suitable referee is provided by the club. 

Games not played due to clubs not fulfilling 5.02 will be considered as a ‘failure to field’.

5.03 The Referees Committee shall draw up a list of acceptable referees which shall be known as the ‘Referees Panel’ and furnish to club secretaries before the commencement of the league competitions.  Such lists shall be updated from time to time and amendments duly notified to club secretaries.  Where a club fails to provide a referee(s) acceptable to the Referees Committee, that club may not receive any further home games in the relevant league competition (hurling or football as appropriate) until a suitable referee(s) is provided.
5.04 The club of any referee failing to attend an arranged fixture without reasonable cause will be fined £20 per failure. If the referee fails, without reasonable cause, on three consecutive occasions then his club will be fined a further £50.

5.05 In the event of the officially appointed referee failing to attend an arranged fixture (for whatever reason), the participating clubs shall proceed as follows:

(a) If a neutral member of the referees panel for that code is present and available to take charge of the match then the clubs must agree to that referee acting as the appointed referee.

(b) If a neutral referee is not present and if both clubs have a member (or members) of the referees panel present then clubs shall toss for choice of referee or mutually agree on a referee.

(c) If a neutral referee is not present and one club has a member (or members) of the referees panel present, then that club shall have choice of referee and that referee shall act as the appointed referee.

(d) If a neutral referee is not present and if neither club has a member of the referees panel present then the clubs MUST TOSS A COIN for the choice of referee and the person nominated by the team winning the toss shall act as the appointed referee. The game MUST be played.
Penalty:

If one or both clubs fail to follow the said procedure then that club or clubs shall be held to have failed to fulfil the fixture as per regulations 3.03 above.

Note 1

See regulation 5.03 for the definition ‘Referees Panel’.

Note 2
Neutral here is defined as not being a member of either of the participating clubs.

6.0 TEAMS FROM OUTSIDE SOUTH ANTRIM
6.01 Teams from outside the designated South Antrim area may compete in competitions under the control of South Antrim Committee subject to approval by South Antrim Committee together with the agreement of their home division and County Board.

6.02 Teams approved in 6.01 shall play their games at a South Antrim venue unless agreed by both clubs.

6.03 It is the responsibility of both clubs to provide the venue and inform South Antrim CCC of the venue and time at least 3 days before the game if 6.02 is in operation.

7.0 SOUTH ANTRIM TEAMS PLAYING OUTSIDE OF SOUTH ANTRIM
7.01 South Antrim clubs who wish to participate in competitions outside the control of the South Antrim Committee must first request approval from South Antrim Committee.
7.02 Clubs seeking approval as in 7.01 must give a guarantee that they will fulfil their South Antrim fixture obligations over any other competitions.

8.0 BERINGER CUP

8.01 Only those clubs registered with South Antrim may compete in the Beringer Cup.

8.02 A club in Division 1 of the ACFL may not use any player graded 1 – 15 (All County League grading) of that team in the Beringer Cup.

8.03 A club competing in the Antrim Senior Football Championship in the current year may not use any player graded 1 -15 (All County League grading) of that team in the Beringer Cup.

8.04 Any player who has played in the Antrim Senior Football Championship in the current year cannot play in the Beringer Cup.

Penalties for breach:

· Player – 12 weeks suspension.

· Team – On a Proven Objection – award of game to opposing team. On an Inquiry by the Committee-in-Charge - forfeiture of game without award to the opposing team.

9.0 KNOCK-OUT ADULT COMPETITIONS

9.01 Only those clubs registered with South Antrim may compete in the Mc Guigan Cup, Mc Dermott Cup and Martin Cup competitions.

9.02 Only those clubs that compete in the current year in the South Antrim senior (over 18) leagues can play in the competitions mentioned in 9.01.

9.03 Only players eligible to play in the South Antrim senior football or hurling leagues can play in the competitions named in 9.01.

9.04 Any player who has played on his current or another clubs adult (Junior, Intermediate or Senior) Antrim, Provincial or All Ireland Club Championship team in the current year or last year is not eligible to play in the same code of those competitions named in 9.01. 

Penalties for breach:

· Player – 12 weeks suspension.

· Team – On a Proven Objection – award of game to opposing team. On an Inquiry by the Committee-in-Charge - forfeiture of game without award to the opposing team.
10.0 GRADING

10.01 As a condition of entry to any league, clubs must complete and return the appropriate entry form for each league entered including a list of registered players eligible to play. 

The players listed on the entry form and approved by CCC may not play in a lower grade of league.

The status of these listed players shall be subject to ongoing review by CCC and recommendations for amendment may be made to South Antrim Committee.

Clubs may formally ask South Antrim Committee for players to be regraded e.g. those returning from long-term injury.  Only South Antrim Committee, with advice from CCC, may make this decision.

10.02 A player shall not play in any of the league competitions of a lower grade 

than his current grade status as determined by the League Regulation.
10.03 If a club wishes to enter two teams into an underage league (A & B) or (Div.1 & 2) they must provide the CCC with a list of 15 graded players that will not be eligible to play on the B or Div.2 teams in that code and age.
10.04 Clubs competing in the All County Leagues Division 1, 2 and 3 may not use any player in the same code that is graded on any of these teams in the South Antrim football or hurling senior leagues. (ie. If a player is graded on a club team in Division 1, 2 or 3 of the All County Leagues they cannot play in the South Antrim League for the club in the same code.)

Exception: If a club has a third team in any of the All County Leagues they may not use their top 30 graded players only in the South Antrim Senior Leagues.

Penalties for breach (under 18 and younger)
· Player – 4 weeks suspension.

· Team – On a Proven Objection – award of game to opposing team. On an Inquiry by the Committee-in-Charge - forfeiture of game without award to the opposing team.

Penalties for breach (over 18 ie out of minor grade competition)
· Player – 12 weeks suspension.

· Team – On a Proven Objection – award of game to opposing team. On an Inquiry by the Committee-in-Charge - forfeiture of game without award to the opposing team.

11.0 VENUE

11.01 Up to and including quarter final stages of Knock-out competitions the first drawn team will have home advantage. (Exception: O Donnell Cup semi-finals and final played at Mc Crory Park; semi-finals and final of Nipper Quinn played at Rossa Park.)
(A)Providing the venue meets the requirements for staging of the game in relation to playing and administration of the fixture: ie nets, pitch clearly marked and pitch flags in place.

(B)Venue deemed not to be of the required standard by the CCC then the CCC will decide upon the venue of the game.

(C) In the event of a team not having a pitch of their own, and no public pitch or other pitch is available, then that team must play the arranged fixture at their opponent’s ground if they have a pitch available.

12.00
ADDITIONAL

12.01
Extra time will be played in all games, duration 10min each way.

Replays will be played at the first date available, as set by CCC.

The financial penalty for failure to field in a championship game £100. This in addition to penalties as imposed by Treorai Oifigiuil. 

12.02
A maximum of three team officials plus one medical attendant are permitted on the sidelines. Clubs to provide THEIR OWN bibs for team officials`, for the medical attendant and for the hurley carriers (2) and must be worn during the course of the game.

In Casement Pk all players and officials must fully co-operate with match day stewards.

12.03 It is the responsibility of the Club to provide the Secretary of CCC with the result of a game by e:mail or Text within 48 hours of the game being played. If the result is not supplied then the result of the game will be void. Penalty the same as Failure to field.
